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18 DEPARTURE FROM THE BAR OF SALTES.

at night. I propose to construct a new chart for navigat-
ing, on which I shall delineate all the sea and lands of the
Ocean in their proper positions under their bearings ; and
further, I propose to prepare a book, and to put down all as
it were in a picture, by latitude from the equator, and
western longitude. Above all, I shall have accomplished
much, for I shall forget sleep, and shall work at the busi-
ness of navigation, that so the service may be performed ;
all which will entail great labour.

Friday, 3d of August.

We departed on Friday, the 3d of August, in the year
1492, from the bar of Saltes! at 8 o'clock, and proceeded
with a strong sea breeze until sunset, towards the south,
for 60 miles, equal to 15 leagues?; afterwards S.W. and
W.S.W., which was the course for the Canaries.

! Saltes is an island formed by two arms of the river Qdiel, in front
of the town of Huelva. It was inhabited certainly until the twelfth
century, and as late as 1267 King Alonso the Wise fixed the boundary
between the towns of Saltes and Huelva. It is unknown when it
ceased to be inhabited, but even in the Suma de Geografia of Martin
Fernandez de Enciso, printed in 1519, mention is made of that town
of Saltes, yet it is certain that, at that time, only the church remained,
attached to those of Huelva, which shows that there were no longer
any inhabited houses. No length of time can have passed before the
church itself fell into ruins, for, in order to preserve some memory of it,
a hermitage was founded in Huelva with the title of “Our Lady of
Saltes”, in which a cross was kept, being a relic of the old church.
Some traces of the church remain, and the district is divided into
arable lands, pastures, and woods preserved for the chase ; being the
property of the Marquis of Ayamonte, with the title of Count of Saltes.
(Huelva Ilustrada del Lic D. Juan de Mora. Sevilla, 1762.)—N,

3 Columbus used Italian miles, which are shorter than the Spanish ;
four Italian being equivalent to three Spanish, or a league.~—N.
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Wednesday, ﬂth of September.

The Admiral continued on his course, and during the
day and night he made but 25 leagues because it was calm.
He counted 22. This day, at 10 o’clock, a booby* came to
the ship, and in the afternoon another arrived, these birds
not generally going more than 20 leagues from the land,
There was also some drizzling rain without wind, which is a
sure sign of land. The Admiral did not wish to cause
delay by beating to windward to ascertain whether land was
near, but he considered it certain that there were islands
both to the north and south of his position, (as indeed there

.were, and he was passing through the middle of thems?).
For his desire was to press onwards to the Indies, the
weather being fine. For on his return, God willing, he
could see all. These are his own words. Here the pilots
~ found their positions. He of the Nsfia made the Canaries
440 leagues distant, the Pinfa 420. The pilot of the
Admiral’s ship made the distance exactly 400 leagues.t

Thursday, 20th of September.

This day the course was W. b. N,, and as her head was
all round the compass owing to the calm that prevailed,
the ships made only 7 or 8 leagues. Two boobies came to
the ship, and afterwards another, a sign of the proximity
of land. They saw much weed, although none was seen

1 For eleven days they had not had to trim sails so much as a
palmo, the wind always aft, the Admiral constantly noting everything,
and proceeding carefully with astrolabe and sounding-lead. (Herrera,
Dec. I, Lib. 1, cap. ix.)

? Alcatraz. : 3 Interpolation by Las Casas.

4 The distance of the Admiral’s pilot is exact.—N.
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on the previous day, They caught a bird with the hand,
which was like a tern.! But it was a river-bird, not a sca-
bird, the feet being. like those of a gull. At dawn two
or three land-birds came singing to the ship, and they
disappeared before sunset.  Afterwards a ‘beoby came
from W.N.W,, and flew to the S.W,, which was a sign

‘that it left land in the W.N.W.; for thesc birds slecp
-on shore, and go to sea in the mornings in search of food,

not extending their flight more than 20 leagues from the
land.
Fridey, 2152 of September.

Most of the day it was calm, and later there was a little
wind, During the day and night they did not make good
more than 13 leagues. At dawn they saw so much weed
that ‘the sea appeared to be covered with it, and it came
from the west. A booby was scen. The sca was very
smooth, like a4 river, and the air the best in the world.
They saw a whale, which is a sign that they were near
land, because they always keep near the shore,

Saturday, 22nd of Scplember.

They shaped a course W.N.W. mare or less, her head
turning from one to the other point, and made 30 leagrues.
Scarcely any weed was scen.  They saw some sandpipers
and another bird. Here the Admiral says: “ This con-
trary wind was very neccssary for me, because my people
were much excited at the thought that in these seas no
wind ever blew in the direction of Spain,” Part of the
day there was no weed, and later it was very thick.

Sunday, 23rd of September.
They shaped a course N.W,, and at times more northerly;
occasionally they were on their course, which was west,

1 Garjao,







Monday, 8tk of Octobder.

The course was W.S.W,, and 11} or 12 leagues were
made good in the day and night ; and at times it appears
that they went at the rate of 15 miles an hour during the
night (if the handwriting is not deceptive).! The sea was
like the river at Seville. “Thanks be to God”, says the
Admiral, “ the air is very soft like the April at Seville;
and it is a pleasure to be here, so balmy are the breezes.”
The weed seemed to be very fresh. There were many
land-birds, and they.took one that was flying to the S'W.
Terns, ducks, and a booby were also scen. '

Tuesday, oth of October.

The course was S.W,, and they made 5 leagues. .The

wind then ¢hanged, and the Admiral steered W, by N.
4 leagues. Altogether, in day and night, they made
11 leagues by day and 20} leagues by night; counted as

17 leagues altogether. Throughout the night birds were’

heard passing.
Wednesday, 10tk of October.

The course was W.S.W.,, and they went at the rate of
10 milés an hour, occasionally 12 miles, 'a,nd“sometimes 7.
During the day and night they made 59 leagues, counted
as rio more than 44. Here the people could endure no
longer. They complain'ed of the length of the voyage.
But the Admiral cheered them up in the best way he could,
giving them good hopes of the advantages they might
gain from it. He added that, however much they migl}t

1 The parenthesis is by Las Casas. These miles were four to a
league (see note 2, p. 18); so that fifieen miles would not really be
quite ten geographical miles an hour.
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complam, he had to go to the Indies, and that he would
goon “on until he found them, with the help of our Lord.

Thursday, 112k of October.

The course was W.S.W,, and there was more sea than
there had been during the whole of the voyage. They saw
sandpipers, and a green reed near the ship. Those of the
caravel Pinta saw a cane and a pole, and they took up
another small pole which appeared to have been worked
with iron; also another bit of cane, a land-plant, and a
‘small board. The crew of the caravel N7#a also saw signs

" of land, and a small branch covered with berries. Every-
oné breathed afresh and rejoiced at these signs. The run

until sunset was 26 leagues.

After sunset the Admiral returned to his orlgmal west -

_course, ‘and they went along at the rate of 12 miles an
‘hour. Up to two hours after midnight they had gone
90 miles, equal to 22} leagues. As the caravel Pinta was
a better sailer, and went ahead of the Admiral, she found

" the land, and made the signals ordered by the Admiral.

The land was first seen by a sailor named Rodrigo de
Trianal But the Admiral, at ten in the previous night,
being on the castle of the poop, saw a light, though it was
so uncertain that he could not affirm it-was land. He
called Pero Gutierrez, a gentleman of the King's bed-
chamber, and said that there seemed to be a light, and
that he should look at it. He did so, and saw it2 The

t It was full moon on October 5th. On the night of the 11th the
moon rose at II P.M., and at 2 A.M. on the morning of the r12th it was
39° above the horizon. It would be shining brightly on the sandy
shores of an island some miles ahead, being in its third quarter, and a
little behind Rodrigo de Triana, when he sighted land at 2 A.M.

% Oviedo says that, after the Admiral and Gutierrez saw the light, a
sailor from Lepe called out from the forecastle that there was a light.
He was told by Salcedo, the Admiral's servant, that it had already
been seen. Oviedo adds that this man from Lepe was so disgusted

‘D2


































56 NATIVES OF ISABELLA.

Monday, 22nd of Octobder.

«All last night and to-day I was here, waiting to see if
the king or other person would bring gold or anything
of value. Many of these people came, like those of the
other islands, equally naked, and equally painted, some
white, some red, some black, and others in many ways.
They brought darts and skeins of cotton to barter, which
they exchanged with the sailors for bits of glass, broken
crockery, and piceces of earthenware, Some of them had
pieces of gold fastened in their noses, which they willingly
gave for a hawk’s bell and glass beads. But there was so
little that it counts for nothing. Itis true that they looked
upon any little thing that I gave them as a wonder, and
they held our arrival to be a great marvel, believing that
we came from heaven. We got water for the ships from a
lagoon which is near the Cabo del Islev (Cape of the lslet),
as we named it. In the said lagoon Martin Alonso Pinzon,
captain of the Pinta, killed another serpent 7 pa/mos long,
like the one we got yesterday. I made them gather here

{ as much of the aloe as they could find.”
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N‘ Monday, 12t% of November.

The Admiral left the port and river of Mares before
dawn to visit the island called Babegue,! so much talked of
by the Indians on board, where, according to their signs,
the people gather the gold on the beach at night with
candles, and afterwards beat it into bars with hammers.’
To go thither it was necessary to shape a course E. b, S.
After having made 8 leagues along the coast, a river was
sighted, and another 4 leagues brought them to another
river, which appeared to be of great volume, and larger
than any they had yet seen. The Admiral did not wish
to stop nor to enter any of these rivers, for two reasons:
the first and principal one being that wind and weather

1 The Indians called the  Tierra Finme”, or coast of the mainland,
Babegue ox Caritaba.—N.

KIDNAPPING OF NATIVES, 73

were favourable for going in search of the said island of
Babeque; the other, that, if there was a populous and
famous city near the sea,.it -would be visible, while, to go
up’ the rivers, small vessels are necessary, which those of
the expedition were not. Much time would thus be lost;
moreover, the exploration of such rivers is a separate enter-
prise. All that coast was peopled near the river, to which
the name of Riéo del Sol was given.

~ The Admiral says that, on the previous Sunday, the
11th of November, it seemed good to take some persons
from amongst those at Rio de Mares, to bring to the
Sovereigns, that they might learn our language, so as to
be able to tell us what there is in their lands. Returning,
they would be the mouthpieces of the Christians, and
would adopt our customs and the things of the faith. “I
saw and knew” (says the Admiral) “that these people are
without any religion, not idolaters, but very gentle, not
knowing what is evil, nor the sins of murder and theft,
being without arms, and so timid that a hundred would
fly before one Spaniard, although they joke with them.!
They, however, believe and know that there is a God in
heaven, and say that we have come from heaven. At any
prayer that we say, they repeat, and make the sign of the
cross. Thus your Highnesses should resolve to make
them Christians, for I believe that, if the work was begun,
in a little time a multitude of nations would be converted
to our faith, with the acquisition of great lordships, peoples,
and riches for Spain. Without doubt, there is in these
lands a vast quantity of gold, and the Indians I have on
board do not speak without reason when they say that in
these islands there are places where they dig out gold, and
wear it on their necks, ears, arms, and legs, the rings being
very large. There are also precious stones, pearls, and an

1 ¢ gunque burlen con ellos.”







76 BEATING UP THE COAST OF CUBA.

some cold, and that it would not be wise to continue
discoveries in a northerly direction in the winter. On this
Monday, until sunset, he steered a course E. b. S,, making
18 leagues, and reaching a cape, to which he gave the -
name of Cabo de Cuba.




82 DESERTION OF PINZON.

Wednesday, 21st of November.

At sunrise the Admiral steered east, with a southerly
wind, but made little progress, owing to a contrary sea.
At vespers he had gone 24 miles. Afterwards the wind
changed to east, and he steered S. b. E,, at sunset having
gone 12 miles, Here he found himself forty-two degrees!
north of the equinoctial line, as in the port of Mares, but
he says that he keptethe result from the quadrant in
suspense until he reached the shore, that it might be
adjusted (as it would seem that he thought this distance
was too great, and he had reason, it not being possible, as
these islands are only in . . .. 2 degrees?).

This day Martin Alonso Pinzon parted company with
the caravel P#nza, in disobedience to and against the wish
of the Admiral, and out of avarice, thinking that an Indian
who had been put on board his caravel could show him
where there was much gold. So he parted company, not
owing to bad weather, but because he chose. Here the
Admiral says: “He had done and said many other things
* to me.”

Thursday, 221d of November.

On Wednesday night the Admiral steered S.S.E., with
the wind east, but it was nearly calm. At 3 it began to
blow from N.N.E. ; and he continued to steer south to see
the land he had seen in that quarter. When the sun rose
he was as far off as the day before, owing to adverse
currents, the land being 40 miles off. This night Martin
Alonso shaped a course to the east, to go to the island

1 An erroneous transcription. It should be 21°

2 A gap in the manuscript.

3 Las Casas here interpolates some further remarks about the
latitude, which are of no interest, as the figures on which he bases
them are a blunder of his own in transcribing.

v
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of Babeque, where the Indians say there is much gold.
He did this in sight of the Admiral, from whom he
was distant 16 miles. The Admiral stood towards the
land all night. He shortened sail, and showed a lantern,
because Pinzon would thus have an opportunity of joining
him, the night being very clear, and the wind fair to-come,
if he had wished to do so.

Friday, 237rd of Novembes.

The Admiral stood towards the land all day, always
steering south with little wind, but” the current would
never let them reach it, being as-far off at sunset as in the
morning. The wind was E.N.E, and they could shape a
southerly course, but there was little of it. Beyond this
cape there stretched out another land or cape, also trending
east, which the Indians on board called Bokis. They said
that it was very large, and that there were people in it who
had one eye in their foreheads, and others who were
cannibals, and of whom they were much afraid. When
they saw that this course was taken, they said that they
could not talk to these people because they would be
eaten, and that they were very well armed. The Admiral
says that he well believes that there were such people, and
that if they are armed they must have some ability. He
thought that they may have captured some of the Indians,
and because they did not return to their homes, the
others believed that they had been eaten.” They thought
the same of the Christians and of the Admiral when
some of them first saw the strangers.
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- Monday, 26tk of November.

At sunrise the Admiral weighed the anchors in the
baven of Santa Catalina, where he was behind the flat
island, and steered along the coast in the direction of Cabo
del Pico, which was S.E. He reached the cape late,
because the wind failed, and then saw another cape, S.E.
b. E. 60 miles, which, when 20 miles off, was named Cado
de Camgpana, but it could not be reached that day. They
made good 32 miles during the day, which is 8 leagues.
During this time the Admiral noted nine rcmarkable
ports,! which all the sailors thought wonderfully good, and
five large rivers ; for they sailed close along the land, so as

1 Among these were the Bay of Yamanique, and the ports of Jaragua,
Taco, Cayaganueque, Nava, and Maravi.—N.

TALES ABOUT THE CARIBS. - 8

to see everything. All along the coast there are very high
and beautiful mountains, not arid or rocky, but all access-
ible, and very lovely. The valleys, like the mountains,
were full of tall and fine trees, so that it was a glory to
look upon them, and there seemed to be many pines.
Also, beyond the said Cabo de Pico to the S.E. there are
two islets, each about two leagues round, and inside them
three excellent havens and two large rivers. Along the
whole coast no inhabited places were visible from the sea.
There may have been some, and there were indications of
them, for, when the men landed, they found signs of
people and numerous remains of fires. The Admiral con-
jectured that the land he saw to-day S.E. of the Cabo de
Campana was the island called by the Indians Bokio : it
looked as if this cape was separated from the mainland.
The Admiral says that all the people he has hitherto met
with have very great fear of those of Caniba or Canima,
They affirm that they live in the island of Bokse, which

- must be very large, according to all accounts. The Admiral

understood that those of Caniba come to take people from
their homes, they being very cowardly, and without know-
ledge of arms. For this cause it appears that these Indians
do not settle on the sea-coast, owing to being near the
land of Caniba. When the natives who were on board
saw a course shaped for that land, they feared to speak,
thinking they were going to be eaten; nor could they rid
themselves of their fear. They declared that the Canibas
had only one eye and dogs’ faces. The Admiral thought
they lied, and was inclined to believe that it was people
from the dominions of the Gran Can who took them into
captivity.
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Saturday, 22nd of December.

At dawn the Admiral made sail to shape a course in
search of the islands which the Indians had told him
contained much gold, some of them having more gold
than earth, But the weather was not favourable, so he
anchored again, and sent away the boat to fish with a net.
The Lord of that land,! who had a place near there, sent a
large canoe full of people, including one of his principal

1 This was Guacangari, Lord of Marien, afterwards the tried and
steadfast friend of the Admiral,
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dttendants, to invite the Admiral to come with the ships to
kis land, where he would give him all he wanted. The
Chief sent, by this servant, a girdle which, instead of a bag,
had attached to it a mask with two large ears made of
beaten gold, the tongue, and the nose. These people are
very open-hearted, and whatever they are asked for they
give most willingly ; while, when they themselves ask for
anything, they do so as if receiving a great favour. So
says the Admiral. They brought the canoe alongside the
boat, and gave the girdle to a boy; then they came on

board with their mission. It took a good part of the day

before they could be understood. Not even the Indians
who were on board understood them well, because they
have some differences of words for the names of things. At
last their invitation was understood by signs. The Admiral
determined to start to-morrow, although he did not usually
sail on a Sunday, owing to a devout feeling, and not on
account of any superstition whatever. But in the hope
that these people would become Christians through the
willingness they show, and that they will be subjects of the
Sovereigns of Castille, and because he now holds them to
be so, and that they may serve with love, he wished and
endeavoured to please them. Before leaving, to-day, the
Admiral sent six men to a large village three leagues to the
westward, because the Chief had come the day before and
said that he had some pieces of gold. When the Christians
arrived, the Secretary of the Admiral, who was one of them,
took the Chief by the hand. The Admiral had sent him, to
prevent the others from imposing upon the Indians. As
the Indians are so simple, and the Spaniards so avaricious
and grasping, it does not suffice that the Indians should
give them all they want in exchange for a bead or a bit of
glass, but the Spaniards would take everything without any
return at all. The Admiral always prohibits this, although,
with the exception of gold, the things given by the Indians
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are of little value. But the Admiral, seeing the simplicity
of the Indians, and that they will give a piece of gold in
exchange for six beads, gave the order that nothing should
be received from them unless something had been given in
exchange. Thus the Chief took the Secretary by the
hand and led him to his- house, followed by the whole
village, which was very large. He made his guests eat,
and the Inlians brought them many cotton fabrics, and
spun-cotton in skeins. In the afternoon the Chief gave
them three very fat geese and some small pieces of gold.
A great number of people went back with them, carrying
all the things they had got by barter, and they also carried
the Spaniards themselves across streams and muddy places.
The Admiral ordered some things-to be given to the Chief,
and both he and his people were very well satisfied, truly
believing that the Christians had come from heaven, so that
they considered themselves fortunate in beholding them.
On this day more than 120 canoes came to the ships, all
full of people, and all bringing something, especially their

_bread and fish, and fresh water in earthen jars. They also
brought seeds of good kinds, and there was a grain which
they put into a porringer of water and drank it. The
Indians who were on board said that this was very whole-
some.
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Tuesday, 25tk of December.  Christmas.

Navigating yesterday, with little wind, from Santo Tomé
to Punta Santa, and being a league from it,at about eleven
o’clock at night the Admiral went down to get some sleep,
for he had not had any rest for two days and a night. As
it was calm, the sailor who steered the ship thought he
would go to sleep, leaving the tiller in charge of a boy.
The Admiral had forbidden this throughout the voyage,
whether it was blowing or whether it was calm. The boys

"were never to be entrusted with the helm. The Admiral

! Entrance of the Bay of Agul.—N. 2 Isla de Ratos.—N,
3 Puerto Frances.—N.

SHIPWRECK. 133 .

had no anxiety respecting sand-banks and rocks, because,
when he sent the boats to that king on Sunday, they had
passed to the east of Punta Santa at least three leagues
and a half, and the sailors had seen all the coast, and the
rocks there are from Punta Santa, for a distance of three
leagues to the E.S.E. They saw the course that should be
taken, which had not been the case before, during this
voyage. It pleased our Lord that, at twelve o'clock at
night, when the Admiral had retired to rest, and when all
had fallen asleep, seeing that it was a dead calm and the
sea like glass, the tiller being in the hands of a boy, the
current carried the ship on one of the sand-banks. If
it had not been night the bank could have been seen, and
the surf on it could be heard for a good league. But the
ship ran upon it so gently that it could scarcely be felt.
The boy, who felt the helm and heard the rush of the sea,
cried out. The Admiral at once came up, and so quickly
that no one had felt that the ship was aground. Presently
the master of the ship,! whose watch it was, came on deck.
The Admiral ordered him and others to launch the boat,
which was on the poop, and lay out an anchor astern. The
master, with several others, got into the boat, and the
Admiral thought that they did so with the object of
obeying his orders. But they did so in order to take
refuge with the caravel, which was half a league to leeward.
The caravel would not allow them to come on board,
acting judiciously, and they therefore returned to the ship ;
but the caravel’s boat arrived first. When the Admiral
saw that his own people fled in this way, the water rising
and the ship being across the sea, seeing no other course,
he ordered the masts to be cut away and the ship to be

1 The master, who was also the owner, of the Admiral's ship was
Juan de la Cosa of Santofia, afterwards well known as a draughtsman
and pilot ’

























148 MONTE CRISTL

he saw a river! into which ships might enter. The Admiral
anchored at a distance of six leagues? from Monte Cristi, in
19 fathoms, and so kept clear of many rocks and reefs.
Here he remained for the night. The Admiral gives
notice to those who would go to the Villa de la Navidad
that, to make Monte Cristi, he should stand off the land
two leagues, etc. (But as the coast is now known it is not
given here.) The Admiral concluded that Cipango was
in that island, and that it contained much gold, spices,
mastick, and rhubarb,

1 Rio Tapion, in the Bahia de Manzanillo.—N.
% A mistake for three leagues.
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Friday, 112tk of January.

At midnight the Admiral left the R de Gracia with
the land-breeze, and steered eastward until he came to a
cape named Belprado, at a distance of four leagues. To
the S.E.is the mountain to which he gave the name of
Monte de Plata} eight leagues distant. Thence from the
cape Belprado to E.S.E. is the point named Ange/, eighteen
leagues distant; and from this point to the Monte de
Plata there is a gulf, with the most beautiful lands in the
world, all high and fine lands which extend far inland.
Beyond there is a range of high mountains running east and
west, very grand and beautiful. At the foot of this mountain
there is a very good port,? with 14 fathoms in the entrance.
The mountain is very high and beautiful, and all the country
is well peopled. The Admiral believed there must be fine
rivers and much gold. At a distance of 4 leagues E.S.E.

1 So called because the summit is always covered with whitg or
silver clouds. A monastery of Dominicans was afterwards built on
Monte de Plata, in which Las Casas began to write his history of the
Indies in the year 1527. (Zas Casas, iv, p. 254.)

3 Puerto de Plata, where a flourishing seaport town was afterwards
established ; founded by Ovanda in 1502, It had fallen to decay in
1606. In 1822 it was again a flourishing place, but was destroyed by
the-Spaniards in 1865.
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of Cabdd del Angel there is a cape named Punta del Hierro,!
and on the same course, 4 more leagues, a point is reached
named Punta Seca? Thence, 6 leagues further on, is Cabo
Redondo? and further on Cabo Frances, where a large bay*
is formed, but there did not appear to be anchorage in it.
A league further on is Cabo del Buen Tiempo, and thence,
a good league S.S.E, is Cabo Tajado’ Thence, to the
south, another cape was sighted at a distance of about
15 leagues. To-ddy great progress was made, as wind and

tide were favourable, The Admiral did not venture to

anchor for fear of the rocks, so he was hove-to all night.

Saturday, 12th of January.

Towards dawn the Admiral filled and shaped a course
to the east with a fresh wind, running 20 miles before day-
light, and in two hours afterwards 24 miles, Thence he saw
land to the south,® and steered towards it, distant 48 miles.
During the night he must have run 28 miles N.N.E, to
keep the vessels out of danger. When he saw the land, he
named one cape that he saw Cabo de Padre y Hijo, because
at the east point there are two rocks, one larger than the
other” Afterwards, at two leagues to the eastward, he saw
a very fine bay between two grand mountains. He saw
that it was a very large port with a very good approach ; but,

as it was very early in the morning, and as the greater part

of the time it was blowing from the east, and then they
had a N.N.W. breeze, he did not wish to delay any more.

1"Punta Macuris. The distance is 3, not 4 leagues.—N.

* Punta Sesua. The distance is only one league.—N.

% Cabo de la Roca. It should be 5, not 6 leagues.—N.

4+ Bahia Escocesa. '

5 Las Casas says that none of these names were retained, even in
his time, .

¢ This was the Peninsula of Samana. 7 Isla Yazual—N.
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Wednesday, 13tk of February.

From sunset until daylight there was great trouble with
the wind, and the high and tempestuous sea, There was
lightning three times to the N.N.E.—a sign of a great storm
coming either from that quarter or its opposite. They
were lying-to most of the night, afterwards showing a little
sail, and made §2 miles, which is 13 leagues. In the day
the wind moderated a little, but it soon increased again.
The sea was terrific, the waves crossing each other, and
straining the vessels. They made 55 miles more, equal to

133 leagues.

Thursday, 14tk of Februﬂrjf.

This night the wind increased, and the waves were
terrible, rising against each other, and so shaking and
straining the vessel that she could make no headway, and
was in danger of being stove in. They carried the main-
sail very closely reefed, so as just to give her steerage-
way, and proceeded thus for three hours, making 20 miles.
Meanwhile, the wind and sea increased, and, seecing the
great danger, the Admiral began to run before it, there
being nothing else to be done. The caravel Pinta began
to run before the wind at the same time, and Martin
Alonso ran her out of sight! although the Admiral kept

1 Martin Alonso Pinzon succeeded in bringing the caravel Pinfa
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showing lanterns all night, and the other answered. It
would seem that she could do no more, owing to thé force
of the tempest, and she was taken far from the route of
the Admiral. He steered that night ENN.E. and made
54 miles, equal to 13 leagues. At sunrise the wind blew
still harder, and the cross sea was terrific. They continued
to show the closely-reefed mainsail, to enable her to rise
from between the waves, or she would otherwise have been
swamped. An E.N.E. course was steered, and afterwards
N.E. by E. for six hours, making 7} leagues. The Admiral
ordered that a pilgrimage should be made to Our Lady of
Guadaloupe, carrying a candle of 6 Ibs. of weight in wax,
and that all the crew should take an oath that the pilgrim-
age should be made by the man on whom the lot fell. As
many beans were got as there were persons on board, and
on one a cross was cut with a knife. They were then put
into a cap and shaken up. The first who put in his hand
was the Admiral, and he drew out the bean with a cross,
so the lot fell on him; and he was bound to go on the
pilgrimage and fulfil the vow. Another lot was drawn, to
go on pilgrimage to_Our Lady of Loreto, which is in the
march of Ancona, in the Papal territory, a house where
Our Lady works many and great miracles. The lot fell on
a sailor of the port of Santa Maria, named Pedro de Villa,
and the Admiral promised to pay his travelling expenses.
Another pilgrimage was agreed upon, to watch for one
night in Santa Clara! at Moguer, and have a Mass said,
for which they again used the beans, including the one
with a cross. The lot again fell on the Admiral. After

into port at Bayona in Galicia. He went thence to Palos, arriving in
the evening of the same day as the NVi#ia with the Admiral. Pinzen
died very soon afterwards. Oviedo says: “Fuesse a Palos a su casa,
¢ muri6 desde a pocas dias, porque yba muy doliente” (i1, cap. vi).

1 Las Casas says that this was a church much frequented by sailors
@i, p- 446).
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wet and cold. At sunrise! he steered S.5.W., and reached
the island at night, but could not make out what island it
was, owing to the thick weather.

Monday, 18th of February.

Yesterday, after sunsct, the Admiral was sailing round
the island, to see where he could anchor and open com-
munications. He let go one anchor, which he presently
lost, and then stood off and on all night. After sunrise
he again reached the north side of the island, where he
anchored, and sent the boat on shore. They had speech
with the people, and found that it was the island of Santa
Maria, one of the Azores. They pointed out the port? to
which the caravel should go. They said that they had
never seen such stormy weather as there had been for the
last fifteen days, and they wondered how the caravel
could have escaped. They gave many thanks to God, and
showed great joy at the neéws that the Admiral had dis-
covered the Indies. The Admiral says that his naviga-
tion had been very certain, and that he had laid the
discoveries down on the chart. Many thanks were due to
our Lord, although there had been some delay. But he
was sure that he was in the region of the Azores, and that
this was one of them. He pretended to have gone over
more ground, to mislead the pilots and mariners who
pricked off the charts, in order that he might remain
master of that route to the Indies, as, in fact, he did. For
none of the others kept an accurate reckoning, so that no
one but himself could be sure of the route to the Indies.

1 This was on Sunday, 17th of February.
 The port of San Lorenza,
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Fn’day, 15t of March.

To-night the course was E.N.E,, and they made twelve
leagues. During the day, 231 leagues on the same
course.

Saturday, 2nd of Marck.

The course was E.N.E, and distance made good 28
leagues during the night, and 20 in the day.

S m;day, 3#d of March.

After sunset the course was east; but a squall came
down, split all the sails, and the vessel was in great danger;
but God was pleased to deliver them. They drew lots for
sending a pilgrim in a shirt to Santa Maria de la Cinta at
Huclva, and the lot fell on the Admiral, The whole crew
also made a vow to fast on bread and water during the
first Saturday after their arrival in port. They had made
60 miles before the sails were split. Afterwards they ran
under bare poles, owing to the force of the gale and the
heavy sea. They saw signs of the neighbourhood of
land, finding themselves near Lisbon.

Monday, 4tk of March.

"During the night they were exposed to a terrible storm,
expecting to be overwhelmed by the cross-seas, while the
wind seemed to raise the caravel into the air, and there
was rain and lightning in several directions. The Admiral
prayed to our Lord to preserve them, and in the first
watch it pleased our Lord to show land, which was re-
ported by the sailors. As it was advisable not to reach it
before it was known whether there was any port to which
he could run for shelter, the Admiral set the mainsail, as
there was no, other course but to proceed, though in’great
danger. Thus God preserved them until daylight, though
all the time they were in infinite fear and trouble, When















